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Starting Early for the 4th Annual Auction
MAY 20, 2006

The Auction is the main support for the preservation of the old house, a place of heritage for many

We Need Collectors For The Auction

For three years Mose Smucker has headed up an annual
auction to raise funds for preserving the Nicholas
Stoltzfus House. With growing interest in the auction
the collection committee needs help.

We are not expecting anyone to make a huge sacripce,
because we know there are great needs in many areas.
But, a little here and a little there from so many Stoltzfus
descendants will add up.

Whether in Berks or Lancaster County, or in Brush
Valley, or beyond, help is collect for the auction. If you
collect items, and need them to be picked up, call one
of the numbers below. If we get started early, items in
distant places can be brought together. Even now we
can begin to store items.
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Donate, Lend a helping hand, Attend, Bid!
Help Make the next auction at the Stoltzfus House a
great success:
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A Scene from the 2005 Auction
From left to right: The Welcome House; The historic
Nicholas Stoltzfus House; The Auction Tent

Ités a house, what can this mean?

A house of memories:

The Schlegels, the Spies, in later years Madiera.
Who lived there brst? We do not know

But Nicholas must have been early on -

After Morris and Youngman were gone.

The Creek still yows, the house still stands

A door that was opened by many hands.

Contact any of these:

Chris and Mary Stoltzfus ................ 610-373-6206
Paul KUz ........cccoovviiieen 717-367-3906
AMOS ZOOK........oooeiieiriiiiienieenens 717-656-8360
ROy SMOKEr ........oooiiiice 717-656-2211
Mose SMUCKET ........cccvvvvereiiieenn, 717-445-5956




A Place to Visit - Where Heritage Lives
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Photo courtesy of the NSHPC, 2005

Paul Kurtz and his family enjoy an afternoon at the
Nicholas Stoltzfus House.

Where Paths Cross

The following is a letter that depicts the way life
paths cross. Nicholas Stoltzfus has numerous Amish
descendants who left the Wyomissing area years ago.
Many have not forgotten Nicholas, in fact, several place
atombstone in a cemetery in Bern Township, assuming
that is where he would have been buried. Donna Paff
stepped into this path of history by meeting Stoltzfust
descendants who came to care for the cemetery. Her
letter 1s printed with her permission and with some
editing.

But, what of her disappointment?

The Letter

Can you please direct me to the person who could
answer a lifelong question my family and | have
regarding Nicholas Stoltzfus?

From 1949 to 1982, my family and | lived on a
property along the Schuylkill River which included
a cemetery. We lived in what was originally Murphy
Hotel. Our property consisted of 18 acres of rolling
beauty and there was a small Amish cemetery located
along our lane. Every year the descendants of those
buried in this cemetery came to our house for a picnic
while they attended to the needs of their cemetery. We
enjoyed their visit very much.

My sistersand | were always intrigued by the German
script on some of the stones, the farm rocks used for
markers on others and the outstanding tombstone with
the name of Nicholas Stoltzfus. We knew this must
have been an important man because his marker was
in the center and stood larger than all the others. We
never could ask the Amish families these questions for
we didndt speak German, plus they were very private
during their picnic when they used our yard.

(I remember one time | offered a candy bar to one young
man, his eyes lit up like Christmas Morn!)

A few years ago my sister and | attended the
opening of the preservation of the Stoltzfus house along
the Tulpehocken. We inquired if they knew about the
cemetery-they heard about it but couldnt say for sure
why a stone bearing his name would be on property they
thought he never set foot on. We were disappointed with
the answer and were told more research would be done
to look into it.

As | recently read in your newsletter about the
national tour, | didndt see that Peacock property or
cemetery listed. It brought back the memory of this
question. | feel somewhat connected because | spent
many happy contented hours sitting on the concrete walls
under the black cherry tree of that cemetery. It always
felt calming - not scary as most cemeteries make a child
feel. Before my sisters, my mother, or | die, | would
like to be able to pass on the information to our next
generation - especially in light of the fact that Nicholas
Stoltzfus Preservation in the Berks County area seems
newly important.

It is also somewhat part of our heritage as | was
only nine months old when we moved to that property
and thirty-two years old when my mom had to sell due
it my dad passing on at age 60 with a brain tumor. Itis
so unfortunate that historical and conservancy societies
werengt in a position to buy and preserve that richly
historical property* back then-it saddens me every time
| think of that loss to the community-but that was then
and this is now.

My own children, nieces and nephews were very
young but they, too, remember that cemetery, | would
greatly appreciate knowing what connection that
cemetery or that property played in the immigration of
the Amish to Berks County, and if Nicholas Stoltzfus
was buried there.

Thank you and bless you all.
Sincerely,
Donna Paff

But how do we respect the impressions as
Donna Paff has revealed, and continue to gather
facts that may give a different slant?

The answer given to Donna is explained in
ONicholas Stoltzfus Misplaced,06 Mennonite Family
History. Vol. XXIl, No. 3, p. 130, 131; Masthof Press,
Morgantown, Pa.

Several Amish historians have thought it more
likely that Nicholas Stoltzfus was buried in the Gerber-
Fix Cemetery, rather than the King Cemetery.

This newsletter is written and compiled by Paul Kurtz. Questions and
concerns should be addressed to him at psku@aol.com or 717-367-
3906. Lay-out by Pam Shenk, production by Kathy Mast.
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