
Barn Building Progress
 The Advancement Committee has received 
many generous offers of  donated labor and mate-
rials to complete the barn. David Esh, our builder, 
is anxious to begin construction when we have an 
additional $60,000 of  cash.
 There are an estimated 1 million living de-
scendants of  Nicolas Stoltzfus. Help us spread 
the word so all our extended family are privileged 
to join this unique opportunity. Help fill the barn!
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Starting Early for the 4th Annual Auction
MAY 20, 2006

The Auction is the main support for the preservation of the old house, a place of heritage for many

It’s a house, what can this mean?
A house of memories:
The Schlegels, the Spies, in later years Madiera.
Who lived there first? We do not know
But Nicholas must have been early on - 
After Morris and Youngman were gone.
The Creek still flows, the house still stands
A door that was opened by many hands.

We Need Collectors For The Auction
For three years Mose Smucker has headed up an annual 
auction to raise funds for preserving the Nicholas 
Stoltzfus House. With growing interest in the auction 
the collection committee needs help. 

We are not expecting anyone to make a huge sacrifice, 
because we know there are great needs in many areas. 
But, a little here and a little there from so many Stoltzfus 
descendants will add up.

Whether in Berks or Lancaster County, or in Brush 
Valley, or beyond, help is collect for the auction. If you 
collect items, and need them to be picked up, call one 
of the numbers below. If we get started early, items in 
distant places can be brought together. Even now we 
can begin to store items. 

Contact any of these:
Chris and Mary Stoltzfus ................610-373-6206
Paul Kurtz .......................................717-367-3906
Amos Zook ......................................717-656-8360
Roy Smoker .....................................717-656-2211
Mose Smucker  ................................717-445-5956

A Scene from the 2005 Auction
From left to right: The Welcome House; The historic 

Nicholas Stoltzfus House; The Auction Tent

Photo courtesy of the NSHPC, 2005

Photo courtesy of J. Hodgkins, 2003

Donate, Lend a helping hand, Attend, Bid! 
Help Make the next auction at the Stoltzfus House a 

great success: 

Spring 2009
www.NicholasStoltzfus.com

 

 

 The evening will be held on Mon-
day, March 16, 2009, at 6:30pm at the 
Stoltzfus Farm Restaurant in Inter-
course, for a beef roast dinner. Reserva-
tions by payment only ($25 per plate).

The program will include:
 • Slide show by Zach Stoltzfus: 
“The European Side of Nicholas”
 • Zach will also collect stories of 

the early Stoltzfus Family to help him 
with the book he is writing. Write what 
you have heard about the early Stoltz-
fus or Smucker families for him.
 • Report on the Barn Project by 
Merle Stoltzfus and preview of the May 
9 auction by Mose Smucker.

 Seating will be limited. Please 
make checks payable to NSHPC and 

designate “heritage event”. The Restau-
rant is donating the dinner to benefit the 
ongoing NSH program. Mail checks 
(before March 10) to: Nicholas Stoltz-
fus House, 1700 Tulpehocken Rd, Wy-
omissing, PA 19610.

 For more information call Paul 
Kurtz at 717-367-3906.

Stoltzfus Heritage Evening

Auction:
May 9, 2009

 This year’s auction will be 
Saturday, May 9. Bring an item to 
donate, and buy to support the pres-
ervation. Drop your donation off at 
the East side of the tent (along the 
Tulpehocken Road). Bring and Buy!
 Begin with breakfast at 8:00, 
hear the Sanger Chor (Pennsylva-
nia Dutch), see the house, learn the 
Stoltzfus story, spinning, cooking in 
the fireplace, and also the magician 
Jay Stoltzfus, if available! Inspect 

the items for sale. 
 Auction begins at 9:30, Quilts at 
11:30.
 Merle Stoltzfus will be on hand 
for anyone who wishes to be in-
formed about the Barn.
 And, will there be a volley ball 
game again this year?
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Call (610)373-6206 or 
(717)367-3906 for information 
or appointments.

Make it a day!
 Thanks to Cathy Wegener for these pic-
tures of the Berks Heritage Center, across 
the Tulpehocken from the Stoltzfus House. 
They show what is available for those who 
may wish to make it a day in the area.
 The Red Bridge, the longest single span 
wood bridge in Pa, located 1 ½ miles north 
on Tulpehocken Road. The Heritage office 
is across the bridge, as well as the museums.
 In the early 1800’s the Union Canal was 
begun, which flowed along the Road just 
across from the House. The Canal Museum 
is also across the Red Bridge.
  The Gruber Wagon Works museum, 
located across the Red Bridge.
 This footbridge is about 1000 feet north 
of the Stoltzfus House. The Union Canal 
crossed the Tulpehocken and the mule 
bridge was about at this bridge. This led 
to the canal that passed the House. Trails 
across the foot bridge go to the museums. 
The trails are a favorite of many people.

 

 

 This footbridge is about 1000 
feet north of the Stoltzfus House. The 
Union Canal crossed the Tulpehocken 
and the mule bridge was about at 
this bridge. This led to the canal that 
passed the House. Trails across the 
foot bridge go to the museums. The 
trails are a favorite of many people.

Fall 2009
www.NicholasStoltzfus.com

The Purpose is clear!
A large busload from the White Horse 
Machine Shop had already arrived at 
the House Thursday morning, August 
6, 2009 when I pulled in at 7:20am. 
Although a bit rainy, they began the day 
with doughnuts and coffee spread on 
the nearby picnic table. The House was 
open, they came in to see and to ask 
questions.
 By 10:00 they were across the Red 
Bridge to the Gruber Wagon and Canal 
museums. It was almost 1:00 when they 

returned to the 
Berks Leisure 
Area pavilion 
for the chicken 
barbecue 
dinner. Soon 
the volley ball 

game was going on a nearby grassy area. 
The old folks gathered on their chairs in 
the shade along a stone wall. The scoot-
ers and bicycles were on the trails across 
the Tulpehocken Creek by way of  the 
foot bridge. Then soon after 5:00 came 

In the Barn . . . 

 Living Quarters for Caretakers
 Room for Storage (climate controlled)

 Restrooms to Accommodate Guests 
 Pictures and stories telling:

•  How Stoltzfus became an Amish  
name in Europe

•  Facts about the House and the Berks  
community where Nicholas lived

•  His influence through descendants 
•  Helpers and leaders in the preservation

the call for supper. Henry 
King had barbecued the 
hamburgers, with lots of  
tasty dishes spread.
 The day was hallowed 
by the silent prayers as the 
soul was nourished before 
the Lord.
 I wish you would have heard 
Henry’s words at the close of  the day. He 
marveled at what the area had to offer. 
Here they connected with Nicholas who 
had joined the Amish in Zwiebrucken, 
Germany and came here with Bible, Aus-
bund, Martyrs’ Book, and prayer book. 
Nearby they saw the museums, followed 
the trails, and played volley ball on the 
grassy spaces. 
 Then the next week as I drove in 
to the House Friday, August 14, about 
2:30, I saw a young man walking between 
the House and the trailer home. I called 
him an intruder! Actually he was Levi M 
Fisher’s son Ephraim. A son-in-law Jo-
seph Miller, Jr., had reserved for the stay. 

They were 
already setting 
up for a camp 
fire and an 
overnight stay. 
To my sur-
prise they had 
kayaked from 
Leesport on 
the Schuyllkill 
and came 

across to the Tulpehocken. Soon the 
volley ball game was going on the flat 
between the House and the Creek.
 They set up an open pit fire for sup-
per and breakfast Saturday morning. 
 They retired in their tents on the 
lawn .
 Saturday morning after the families 
arrived they all went into the House 
where I tried to answer questions. 
They were especially surprised to learn 
of  what it meant for Nicholas to join the 
Amish. Scooters, bicycles, and volley ball 
filled the morning, with some dipping in 
the creek.
 As we were separating one of  them 
said they would be back next year!

Between now and March 24 we need 
$60,000 so David Esh will begin building

$60,000
Still Needed 
to reach $300,000 GOAL

$180,000
Donated Labor, Fixtures,  
Appliances and Materials

$60,000
Cash Gifts
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5:30 pm
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uffet open  
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6:15 pm
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6:30 pm
 Z

ach Stoltzfus: N
icholas’  

E
uropean H

om
e 

Z
ach adds to his earlier Power Point 
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8:00 pm
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C
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e, and beyond 

C
hristian (great-grandson of N

icholas) joined 
the Buffalo V

alley settlem
ent. D

on 
presents his slide show of that settlem

ent, 
em

phasizing the role of this C
hristian 

and his fam
ily. The settlem

ent dispersed 
with m

any descendants in L
ancaster 

C
ounty, and Stoltzfus descendants in 

Kansas and the M
idwest.

Mark your 2010 Calendar!
Nicholas Stoltzfus House
Annual Benefit Auction

May 8, 2010

Find us online at:
www.NicholasStoltzfus.com

The Stoltzfus House and other artifacts of  the Stoltzfus 
family are being restored and preserved as an example 
of  the humble attitude of  obedience, forgiveness and 
their willingness to share and help others in need.

Call now to schedule 
a gathering, or a visit: 

610-363-6206
717-367-3906

Join the Cause


